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, , By MICEAEL O'NEILL . o

Washington, July 29—The decision of the ‘Organizay
‘tion of American States to crack down ons Cuba is not
only a victory for President Johnson. It also is evidence

.of a significant change of attitude in Latin American.

. Not so long ago, many of the most \important nations south
of the border were strictly ho-hummish about the Castro threat...-
They regarded this country’s concern as an unfortunate excess
‘probably related to domestic
‘politics. N

Tut when the foreign ministers
of the hemisphere met in speécial
sesaion here last week, they were
Cin a militant new wmood. This
Jcaught even the State Depart-
fment’s experts by surprise. Most
of the statesmen were eager to
hit the Castio regime hard—and
some were even gung-ho about it.

The result was that the U.S.
{ rou more than it expected. The
1 0OAS didn't just reconnend new
{ sanctions, It called. for a gan-
datory break .in diplomatic rela-
tions and a cutoff of trade and
{sea - communications. It also
“branded subversion as an act of
agweression which might warrant
1 collective counteraction, even the
use of armed force, .

Many complex factors con-
s tributed to the new mood reflect-
Ped in the OAS action. One of the
! most important of these, perhaps,

Johnson recognized this threafened "spivitual defection of the’
".Latins and moved almost immediately to head it off. In his first’
business session with any foreign dignitavies—just four days after the .
- ussassination—he called hemisphere leaders to a “family gathering”:
in the White House to emphasize his own jnterest in their problems,
his early links with Roosevelt and lis dedication to the alliance..

The Piesident's first major actfon in the foreign field was to -
order an overhaul of the whole management of hemisphere problems,
installing his own man, Thomas Mann, as assistant Secretary of .
-State for inter-American affairs and top coordinator for the alliance.

Called in thie Ambassadors

Johnson met with the ambtassadors to Latin America later in!
Tarch and then called them to the White Ilouse again May 11 to!
.give them a progress report and pep talk on the alliance. In be~+
tween times, he was peppering Tom Mann with instructions. .

" there was some initial {umbling in the handling of the Panama
crisis, mainly becavise some of the President’s top aids were still:
oneriiting on the old Kennedy wave length and hadn’t tuned in on
the 1.BJ signal. This apparently caused some psychological reverses:
arouind the hemisphere, - . S &

But Johnson kept his personal diplomacy rvolling. During the:
first week in July—on the eve of the OAS meeting—he ealled the
“Latin American ambassaders to the White [ouse in small groups,
on three different days. And he let them talk about their problems—;
how to inerease hemisphere exports, how to coordinate trade poli-’
eies, how to improve the alliance. . . .

,was the recent overthrow of the - , Johnson didn’t press anyone regarding Cuba. Ile emphasized :
ileftist-dominated Brazilian gov- Thomas Marn ‘America’s determination to help the hemisphere. But he warnid |
cernment of Joao Goulart. The 755 man for Latin' America | that the Latins weuld have to do the alliance job themselves. e’
new rulers, headed by President : ;particularly exhorted them to put more of their own private money
‘Humberto Castelo Branco, ave strongly pro-U.S. and anti Commu-into:the effort. ’ ’ . . :
:‘2;1'§1L<:Lio‘1\x?.d Brazil threw its considerable weight behind manldmmy? | © ' Question SHIl Is: Will 1+ Work? ‘
: Other clements contributing to the growing support for Cuba's' IL/iS, too soen to say how‘successf.ul Johnson’s pex'scilxal diplomaey |
risolation were the flagrant Castro attempt to destroy Venezuela, Will be.” The problems of the hemisphere ave so SLaggelIng—so
“u weneral decline in popular infatuation with Castroism throughout| “’tt*”'].‘( comﬁlcx, so entangled in the coils of dead history, so in-.
(Latin America, and Secretary of State Rusk’s personal negot:’atingf—“-"“-";“,"]‘-’_t,f‘t no one is tempted to be optimistic. . ‘
fgkill, b 1 The {thang.e for 1I’rogre.&ss urgently needed reorganization and
Recovered Erom Their Misgfvings S . lregeneravion when Johnson came to power. He has done what is i
. g . ) ‘necessary, dut only ilime will tell whether the alliance will mow,
‘ In the background, however, was still another factor which 3x: s\l well, or even work. In the final analysis, it will rise or fall on !
the least discussed but in some ways the most significant, Jt!the perfovmance of the Lating themselves. Angd their record is less ;
is the way that the Latins have recovered from the deep misgivingniﬂig’ ‘p\',(f:‘r;,isingg. i /t] ' 1al attention J h/ h . 10 ih ‘
Loy developed al 5. ; : gl - g Bub diplomats say the special attention Johnson has given to the
tiey developed about U.S. poliey at the time of President kem?-edy 8 ;hewisphere and the effort he has made to get the alliance Back on.
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, :‘u.sS:lz:::Slnzltlon; : o . . ithe track has helped quiet Latin fears about his intentions. And this, *
i Hennedy’s death was a shock because it immediately raised the in tova, contributed §p the-salutary outcome of the OAS scssion on
cspeetre of the U.S. once again losing interest in Latin AmericalOpha, v : ~

! Move than any other President since Franklin D. Roosevelt, he lad | ag one officlal gt 1%, rnost OAS members were more willing to

i pevsonaily involved himself in the hemisphere's problems. Whether Sunle concossions o the Ameriean viewpoint on Cuba beeause Lhey |

tor not the Alljance forr Progress had made.any real progress, it hnd 4he foelime tha‘.;g& Hdg Q g terpiined-to help them with their ;
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